How is blogging perceived by second graders? by Tanaka, Jenny
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• Do	  you	  think	  second	  graders	  should	  learn	  about	  
blogging	  at	  such	  a	  young	  age?	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•  SoIware	  driven	  technology	  
•  Limited	  exposure	  to	  diverse	  technologies	  
•  Lack	  of	  engagement	  
•  	  Lacking	  content	  integra?on	  
•  Age	  
“Education has been slow to adopt the new potentials 
of technology,” (Richardson, 2010)
Purpose
•  Ac?on	  Research	  Project	  
•  Purpose	  statement:	  To	  evaluate	  second	  
grade	  students’	  percep?ons	  of	  blogging	  
as	  an	  accompaniment	  to	  a	  health	  lesson	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•  What	  did	  you	  learn?	  
•  Post	  recipe	  
•  Upload	  and	  post	  illustra?on	  
•  Comment	  and	  Respond	  
Technology
•  Why	  blogging?	  
•  kidblog.org	  
•  Age-­‐appropriate	  
•  Widely	  used	  tool	  that	  meets	  educa?onal	  standards	  
•  Secure	  	  
•  Limited	  research	  
“(Blogging)allows us to make connections that were 
not possible a few years ago,” (Richardson, 2010)
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  for	  teaching	  and	  modeling	  
•  Standards-­‐based	  health	  lesson	  on	  nutri?on	  
•  Visual	  guides	  
Instructional Materials
Participants
•  21	  second	  grade	  students	  
•  General	  Educa?on	  classroom	  
•  4	  special	  educa?on	  students	  that	  receive	  
support	  during	  computer	  
•  2	  teachers	  and	  1	  student	  teacher	  
Methods
Qualita?ve	  and	  Quan?ta?ve	  Data	  Collec?on	  
•  Field	  Notes	  and	  observa?ons	  
•  Daily	  Reflec?on	  Journal	  
•  Post-­‐Survey	  
•  Post-­‐Interview	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•  Peer	  interac?on	  
•  Pos?ng	  Pictures	  
•  Excited	  about	  technology	  
•  Enthusias?c	  
“I	  like	  blogging	  
because	  I	  like	  
technology”	  
“I	  like	  le`ng	  my	  
classmates	  view	  my	  	  
blog	  because	  it	  makes	  
me	  happy	  knowing	  
people	  responded.”	  
“I	  think	  blogging	  is	  cool	  
because	  others	  can	  
see	  my	  recipe	  or	  I	  can	  
make	  others’	  recipes”	  
“I	  like	  blogging	  
because	  it’s	  fun	  
and	  I	  get	  to	  show	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•  Natural	  abili?es	  
•  Curious	  about	  other	  mul?media	  
•  Felt	  safe	  
“I	  	  am	  uploading	  
a	  picture	  into	  my	  
blog”	  
“	  I	  feel	  
comfortable	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Desire to Repeat
•  Eager	  to	  respond	  
•  Outdid	  assignment	  requirements	  
•  Blog	  enthusiasm	  and	  engagement	  
“I	  can	  show	  my	  
feeling	  about	  art	  and	  
maybe	  upload	  a	  
picture	  that	  I	  drew”	  
“Typing	  is	  similar	  
to	  wri&ng,	  but	  it’s	  
on	  the	  computer”	  
“You	  can	  post	  an	  
experiment	  you	  did	  in	  
science,	  like	  the	  steps	  we	  
did	  for	  our	  recipe	  and	  they	  
others	  can	  do	  the	  
experiment	  too.”	  
“Telling	  others	  
how	  you	  solved	  a	  
problem	  in	  
math”	  
Post Survey Likeability	  
Usability	  
Desire	  to	  repeat	  
“Fun	  because	  I	  get	  to	  
talk	  to	  my	  friends	  
without	  going	  to	  their	  house”	  “Exci?ng	  because	  I	  got	  
to	  share	  my	  ideas	  and	  
send	  messages	  to	  the	  class”	  “Awesome	  because	  
you	  get	  to	  share	  your	  feelings”	  “Hard	  because	  we	  had	  








•  Posi?ve	  percep?ons	  perceived	  
•  Teachable	  moments	  with	  technology	  
•  Digital	  na?ves	  
•  It’s	  possible	  with	  second	  graders!!	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•  Introduce	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•  Future	  Research	  
•  Evaluate	  learning	  or	  understanding	  
	  
Conclusion
•  Blogging	  has	  many	  educa?on	  purposes	  and	  uses	  
•  Even	  second	  graders	  can	  do	  it	  
•  Teachers	  have	  to	  try	  it	  
	  
By	  exposing	  students	  to	  diverse	  
technologies	  at	  a	  young	  age,	  
“they	  are	  (becoming)	  aware	  and	  
learning	  the	  process	  of	  different	  
technologies	  and	  are	  
“developing	  new	  skills”	  	  
(Toledo,	  2005).	  	  
Thank You
•  ETEC	  Professors	  and	  mentors	  
•  Inspiring	  friends	  and	  cri?cal	  friends	  I	  met	  
along	  the	  way	  
•  Family	  and	  Friends	  
•  The	  students	  of	  B6	  
Question Time…
